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Hello again! We hope your summer
was a pleasant one, that your holiday
season was full of good cheer and that-you are making plans to attend the
next reunion of the Aviation Pioneers
Association to be held in the- newly
remodeled Starlight Room of the
SPORTSMAN'S LODGE IN STUDIO
CITY. CA on SATURDAY. MAY 15.
1993. Free parking will be available
(please use the Coldwater Canyon
entrance on the north side of the
building).
We are pleased that we were able to
hold the cost of the luncheon to the
same amount as last year-$26.50 per
person.
For those out-of-towners arriving early,
our no-host "Hospitality Room" will be
held in the bar area adjacent to the
Main Dining Room at the Sportsman's
Lodge Restaurant from 6:00-8:30 p.m.
on Friday evening, May 14. We hope
you will take advantage of this time to
meet others who come to town early.

needing accommodations. 1be rate is
$75 per day. When you make your
hotel reservation, be sure to identify
yourself as attending the Aviation
Pioneers Association reunion on May
J5 to secure the preferrred rate. Hotel
reservations should be made no later
than May 1 by calling toll free to:
(800) 821-8511 in the U.S.
(800} 821-1625 in California
(800) 341-6363 in Canada
After May l, reservations will be
accepted on a space available basis
only.

If you are interested in reserving ~
table for I 0 people for the luncheon, !
check to cover those I 0 reservations
must accompany your reservation
form. It is also necessary for us to
know the names of those who will be
seated at that table. in order to be able
to handle the check-in and provide
name tags.
Otherwise, it is not ·
· possible for us to arrange reserved
seating.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
A reservation form is enclosed as the
last page of this newsletter. Please
fill it out completely and return it to us
as soon as possible. We know you
will have a wonderful time and we
want to see everyone!
George Batchelor has generously
· offered to host the bar at lunch for us
again this year.
THANK YOU,
GEORGE!

First of all, let me acknowledge an
oversight in the newsletter that
followed our last reunion.
We
neglected to thank those who so ably
worked the check-in counter for us.
Ed McAndrews put together a terrific
group of hard workers and they did a
wonderful job. We really appreciate
their efforts and apologize for not
mentioning it earlier.

The Sportsman's Lodge Hotel has a
block of rooms set aside for anyone

And more thanks to those of you who
responded with compliments on our
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newsletters. Please remember that we
love to hear from you.
Your
interesting letters, newspaper clippings,
etc. are welcome contributions to the
newsletter.
And to those who continue to support
our Association with your dues and
donations, we again thank you. Your
support keeps us going. We hope you
are pleased with the Membership
Certificate that has been sent to all
dues paying members.
We have been asked to remind you of
tlle structure of the APA. We function
under the guidance of the Board of
Directors who meet on a regular basis
to process the business of the
association and plan future activities.
Each membership year runs from May
of the current year until May of the
following year (reunion time). You
will be sent a new membership
application each year as part of the
newsletter which follows the May
reunion. Membership is $15 per year.
per family. Therefore. if you wait
several months to respond, you may
have the next year's membership fonn
on your doorstep before you join for
the current year. Your donation helps
support such things as postage, paper,
printing, stationery, reunion luncheon
deposits, etc. With over 500 names on
our roster, mailings arc expensive.
The Officers and Directors of the APA
are:
DAVE SIMMONS - Chainnan and
Director. In 1936, Dave started his

career in aviation at the Douglas
Aircraft plant in Santa Monica and
later worked at the Douglas Air Depot
in East Africa. _ Following a stint in
the Navy, he joined Lockheed Air
Tenninal in 1946. After a number of
operational positions, he served as
LAT President prior to his reitiremenL
Dave was a good friend to the
supplemen~ carriers in the "good old
days", encouraging .their growth at
Burbank and other airports where LAT
supplied fuel service. He cherishes
many stories and memories of those
times. We call upon him to chair our
meetings and to emcee the reunion
luncheons, which he does with great
success.
-

TERRY DICKASON - President and
Director. The driving force behind our
association, Terry worked alone for
several years to organize the reunion.
We should all be grateful to him for
his persistence and detennination that
his dream of creating a fonnal
association in order to preserve the
history of early commercial aviation
might come to fruition. Beginning
with Pan American, Terry has been in
aviation for 55 years.
He was
Owner/President of Trans American
Airways; President/1/3 owner of
Central Air Transport; General
Manager of Central Air Coach; Vice
President of Trans-Atlantic Airlines;
Vice President/General Manager of
Samoan Airlines; co-representative for
Airline Transport Carrier and
Skycoach; Vice President of
Operations for Associated Airways;
Assistant to the President of Antilles
Airboats, owner of Wonderworld
Travel; Vice President Western
Division for H. L. Yoh Co., with over
400 engineers on most of our
aerospace programs; Vice President of
Engineering Corporation of America
He holds current membership in the
OX5, Aero Club and International
Aviation Fraternity.
IDA H. HERMANN - Treasurer and
Director. Ida, along with her late

husband, Irving E. Hennann, operated
Great Lakes Airlines. She very ably
handles the finances for the association
and files all necessary fonns with
government agencies. She is a prolific
contributor to the newsletter and her
lively imagination has created many of
the ideas we have incorporated into
our group. . Ida's initial contact with ·
aviation was with Pennsylvania Central
Airlines, (which became Capital), later
purchased by United Airlines. She also
worked for TWA and then at U.S.
Miami Air DepoL In additjon to the
APA, Ida is active in many charitable
organizations, including Traveler's
Aid.
- .. NANCY H. ANTON - Secretary· and
Director. Fonnerly with Great Lakes
Airlines and Trans Alaskan Airlines,
Nancy records the minutes of all
meetings, handles the mail, works to
organize the reunion and publishes the
newsletter.
She has worked as
Executive Secretary for the Southern
California Golf Association for the
- past.:.___20 4 ears, - and is currently
Production Supervisor for the
association's official journal, FORE
Magazine.
ROLAND GINSBURG - Director.
Recently elected to the Board, Roland
has promised his guidance in any legal
matter which may arise. In the "early
days" Roland worked with Dick
Keatinge and argued an aviation
landmark case before the Supreme
CourL Before joining Keatinge's finn,
he was employed by the Civil
Aeronautics Board, Bureau of Air
Operations, in DCA. A graduate of
the Law School at the University of
Michigan, where he also did his
undergraguate work, he is in private
law practice in Beverly Hills and is a
welcome addition to our Board.
RUBY M. MERCER - Director.
Ruby, along with her late husband
Poddy Mercer, operated Mercer
Airlines. She contributes greatly to the
function of our association, spends her
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summers at her second home in
Cheyenne, Wyoming, where she is
active in the organization of Cheyenne
Frontier Days.
She was the first
woman volunteer on their Public
Relations Committee, is on the Board
of Directors nf Cheyenne Memorial
Hospital, the Advisory Committees of
Miss Rodeo America, a national group,
and '' 'Miss · Rodeo Wyoming, the
statewide group. She has been a longtime member of The Friars Club and
the Military Affairs Committee.
LEONARD ROSEN · ; \. - · Director.
Fonnerly the accounting mogul with
Skycoach in Burbank, Leonard lends
his many talents and experience to the
association. He maintains a current
APA roster and is responsible for the
creation of the beautiful Membership
Certificate which all dues paying
members receive.
I hope the above will give you a better
view of APA board members and their
ability to guide our endeavors as an
Association. If you have questions,
don't be shy--ask. We will attempt to
answer them in future newsletters.
Recently, at a taping of his TV special,
"Ladies of Laughter", which aired on
November 28 on NBC, I was able to
induct Bob Hope as an honorary
member of the APA. I was with the
group which flew Bob and his USO
tour to South America to entertain
troops in 1942. Welcome, Bob, and
glad to have you aboard. (Be sure to
see the letter from Bob below).
Farewell for now. I am really looking
forward to the next reunion on May
15, at the Sportsman's Lodge. We
hope that all of you will be able to
join us for the festivities. It promises
to be the best reunion ever. (Have we
got plans for you!!)
Love to all, Terry

LETI'ERS, WE GET LETTERs
We have a couple of letters from the

past that. because of space limitations,
were not able to reproduce until now.
We thought you would enjoy them.
Dear Terry,
·
Regret that I couldn't stop in
at your reunion to share some
memories and history with the men of
the Supplemental Airlines Group.
Did you ever think that after
forty years all of you would be
referred to as "pioneers"?
They may have landed on themoon and travelled past our solar
system but I'd like to see the
Challenger get into some of the "out of
this world" places that the
Supplemental Airlines had to take me
and a group of gypsies to entertain the
G.l.s.
My best to all when you see
them and may we all toast, from time
to time, our great friend Bob Prescott.
Regards,
Bob Hope

Dear Terry,
For all of us at McDonneH
Douglas and Douglas Aircraft
Company, let me extend warmest
greetings to members of the Aviation
Pioneers Association as they assemble
this year on May 15 at the
Sportsman' s Lodge.
Many in your group have
been
long-time customers and
professional associates of our
company, some from the days of Don
Douglas, Sr., and I know many still
are valued friends of Douglas people
today. It's a pleasure for me to renew
those contacts on behalf of all of us at
Douglas, even though I am not able to
join you personally.
Best wishes for a successful
reunion of old friends, colleagues, and
competitors. I know it will be fun.
Sincerely,
Robert Hood, President
Douglas Aircraft Company
Joe Bartasavage. who was so leery of
the rioting in Los Angeles that he
missed the 1992 reunion, writes that he

was shot at in Africa by a Sam Seven.
His #I engine burned and fell off, after
which he flew for over two hours
before landing safely in Morocco. Joe
says he doesn't like being shot at when
he has nothing with which to retaliate.
Joe, you would have been safer in Los
Angeles!
Russell Mandanici enclosed his
business card with his · Christmas
-greeting.- It reads:
Introducing - Flight Engineer Russell
Mandanici . - Aviator . Extraordinare
(V.H.P.) - Singer of Sentimental
Ballads - Soft Shoe Dancer Mississippi - Gambler - • - Lover of
Beautiful Women - Soldier of Fortune
- Known to take an Occasional Sip of
Sherry. Specialist in Civil Wars - Gun
Running - ~muggling - Orgies. On
request - Prayer Meetings - Church
Socials.
With all those balls in the -air, Russ,
you are definitely a one-man show!
Former Mayor of Palmdale, CA,
APAer William J. "Pete" Knight was
elected to the 36th Assembly District
··of California, and was sworn in on
December 7th at the State Capitol.
Congratulations, Pete!
In a Christmas letter, Elaine and Dick
Draper recounted their frightening
· experience with the hurricane which
hit the island of Kauai, where they
live.
Aloha from Paradise,
As we begin our 1992
Christmas letter we are reminded of
years past, Dick in Michigan and
myself in Nebraska. We have a strong
wind blowing tonight and the noise
created by it blowing through the
wood louvers is very reminiscent of a
good midwestern blizzard. Of course,
if we were to open the windows and
let in the breeze, we'd find it to be a
balmy 75 degrees.
It's been 2 1!2 months since
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Hurricane lniki, and as homeless folks
living on the beach, our lives have
grown much nicer. We spent the first
five weeks after the stonn at
"Plantation Hale", our original "home
away from home". We progressed
from no water, candles, and cooking
on our barbecue to cold water showers,
cooking on a camp stove and finally
intermittent electricity, but never
adjusted to finding ourselves between
two hugh generators fourteen hours a
day. - Happily, at the end of October,
the insurance company moved us to
another vacation condominium
complex where we now have the
luxury of a 2 bedroom, 2 bath (yippee)
unit right on the beach. We had been
sharing two washing machines and one
dryer with I 00 units at Plantation
Hale--here we have our own.
If climbing stairs is good for
our health, wow, we're becoming more
fit with each passing day as our "villa"
is on the third floor. When the mood
strikes, we watch the sunrise from our
living room and the sunset from our
bedroom window. Our western view
also includes a lagoon populated by
several regal black swans. Most of
our neighbors are insurance adjustors
and telephone repairmen, but we
discover more local cars each week
and I spotted a young opportunist
yesterday, a little boy with his fishing
pole! One could imagine us in the lap
of luxury were it not for the battered
trees and foliage which are constant
reminders of our recent "event".
The insurance checks are
finally flowing to Kauai residents so
we see more homes being bulldozed
daily. Luckily we were able to save
much of ours after all and by much
judicious tightening and straightening
have the framing and roof all but
finished (all the tile, sheet rock,
cabinets, etc. were removed, being a
sodden mess). The garage had to be
completely rebuilt and, unpainted yet.
it looks huge. The house is being
duplicated, the only change being the
addition of a tool shed (attached to the
garage). We are currently trying to

purchase a house full of appliances
and furniture -- not as much fun as it
might sound. Our days arc incredibly
busy as we are again acting as our
own contractor to insure quality
control, but at least this time we don't
have to do as much of the physical
work. The yard is not included in an
insurance settlement so will be
replaced out of necessity much slower.
I have most of the glass, shingles and
fiberglass insulation picked out of the
flower beds, but of course, living on
"The Garden Island" the weeds pop up
behind us.
After our ex~riences this fall
we will look on the "tragic events"
through a different pair of eyes. Just
because it's not on the news sure
doesn't mean everything is back to
normal. On many days the electricity
still fails with frustrating regularity even then we're among the fortunate
as many still have no power. We look
forward to returning to "Pau Hale"
next spring and getting back to the
Draper version of a normal life. For
many this winter will be spent camped
in battered homes protected by either
blue tarps or clear plastic on their roof.
Many, with homes in the same
condition as ours, will be forced to
live in tents as there is no place left to
move. For the off-island construction
crews like ours, which we imported
from Oahu, they will live in the homes
they are demolishing and repairing,
moving from location to location. It's
anticipated their life style will continue
for at least two years as they help to
rebuild our island.
For those of you who
included us in your prayers and wrote
those thoughtful words of
encouragement, we send very special
Christmas greetings.
Your letters
continue to mean so much.
We hope 1992 was not quite
· so eventful for you. May the coming
year find you blessed with good health
and the strength to overcome any
adverse surprises.
Merry Christmas,
Elaine and Dick (Draper).

ANYONE FOR POSTERS?
At the reunion last May, we were able
to distribute to everyone who attended
a very nice four-color poster depicting
airline insignias from the past We
have extras and plan to have them
available at the next reunion, if you
are interested.
PUNNY BUSINESS: Some clever
company names to love or hate:
Prints of Peace - Christian Book
Center
I d'Eclair - sandwich/catering shop
Able to Cane - chair-repair business
Kosher Nostra - restaurant
The Marquis de Sod - landscaper
Junk and Disorderly - used furniture
store
I.T. Fitz-Hugh - shoe store
Udder Hearen - ice cream/frozen
yogurt shop
Auntie Pasto's - restaurant
Julius Scissor - beauty shop
Ash Kickers - chimney sweep

LAST FLIGHTS
Earl Brouse (Slick 1952-61; 20th
Century 1961-63) was killed in an
automobile accident on June 5, 1992.
He is survived by wife Margie Dean.

chairman of the
Transportation Safety Board, in
Reston, VA, on March 27, 1992.
Driver joined the Army Air Corps in
1942 and became one of the
"Tuskeegee Airmen", the nation's first
black combat pilots. He shot down a
German aircraft over the Anzio
beachhead in 1944 while serving with
the all-black 99th Fighter Squadron.
After retiring from the Air Force in
1962, Driver worked for North
American Aviation in Anaheim.
Subsequently, he became director of
crash-worthiness and crash-avoidance
at the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. In 1978, President
Jimmy Carter named him to the
NTSB, where he served for a time as
vice chairman before leaving in 1981
to become a private safety consultant.
He joined NASA in 1986 as director
of the aircraft management office,
retiring in November, 1991.
Henry Covington, 79, Lt. Col. USAF
Ret., of heart failure on March 9,
i 992, while being flown by air
ambulance from Mammoth CA to Los
Angeles. Most recently associated
with Civil Air Patrol administrative
offices, Covington had a long career in
the military.

Leigh Wade, 94, retired Air Force
major general, in Alexandria. VA, on
August 31, 1992 of congestive heart
failure. Wade participated in the first
round-the-world flight. He was an
Army Air Corps test pilot in 1924
when he was chosen as one of four
pilots to fly military biplanes around
the world. The planes, which began
their flight in Seattle, flew at an
average speed of 70 mph at an average
altitude of 2,000 feet and traveled over
28 countries. He returned to military
service during World War II,
commanding Batista Field in Cuba.
He retired from the Air Force in 1955.

Sumiye K. Shibata died on October
31, 1992, after a long illness. Born on
Valentine's Day in 1927, Sumi worked
as Executive Secretary at American
Airlines for 40 years. Wife of Tad
Shibata (accountant for Great Lakes
Airlines for many years), Sumi was
active in church affairs and had a
beautiful singing voice. During WWII,
her family was uprooted and sent to an
Arizona detention camp. During that
time, she lost both her mother and
father. In spite of the sadness in her
background, Sumi was a loyal,
cheerful, helpful, gracious and loving
person who will be greatly missed by
all who knew her.

Elwood T. Driver, 70, a pioneer black
fighter pilot who later became vice

Bob Conrath,(1950-75 Flying Tigers)
died on August 8, 1992, in Van Nuys,
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CA, of cancer. Loving aviation from
an early age, Bob was an instructor for
private pilots prior to WWII, and while
in the Air Force, he flew the Hump
out of Chabua where he had many
exciting experiences. Bob is survived
by his wife, Martha.

Bert L. Shoemake died on September
24~ 1992; · in Houston, Texas.
His
wife, Lee, "writes that they were
looking forward to our next reunion, to
renew old acquaintances. -· ln" 1'99l,
they had reservations to attend, but
Bert became ill just prior to that time.

On December' "17,i 19920 ., Thomas
Fydell and wife Shirley; -returning
home after dropping their daughter off
at LAX, · were killed when their car
veered into a Blue Line commuter
train approaching · a ·Long Beach
station. They were married for 50
years.
Raised and educated ·• in
Riverside, CA, Tom became a cadet in
1940, an'd advanced to Lt. Colonel in
the USAF. · He · worked in aviation,
and retired as an F.A.A. official. His
early years in this field (when F.A.A.
was C.A.A.) found him based in
Burbank, CA, and · assigned · to
coordination of private av1atJon
operations including non-skeds at
Lockheed Airpori. He was ever the
consummate gentleman, firm yet
helpful, cooperative, knowledgeable
and acted with great concern and good
humor. Our industry holds him in
deepest affection and respect. Tommy
was with the FAA in Burbank for
many years.
Shirley served her community
to stop pornography, was a member of
the Republican Women's Club and an
officer in the Institute for
Constitutional Education (l.C.E.), she
was honored by the City of Los
Angeles for outstanding service, and
was an active member of the Mormon
Church.

(The following was sent to us by
Robert E. Davis, who clipped the
article 'from an English newspaper).
Wing Commander Willie Fry who died
at age 9S, was an air ace of the First
World Way, when he flew as deputy
flight commander to the legendary
Canadian Billy Bishop, VC, in the
Royal Flying Corps. Fry won the MC
in 1917, and achieved 11 "kills",
among then Walter von Bulow, of the
German hunter-fighter squadron known
as Jasta Boelcke (with 28 victories to
his name).r In January 1918 Fry's
Sopwith Dolphin sent von Bulow's
aircraft spinning into the shelled area
south of Passchendaele.
It was a lucky addition to his
score. ·· Fry, prone to extravagance on
his leaves, had returned to his
squadron early and was on offensive
patrol when he encountered "a
tremendous battle between a large
number of British and German scouts.
I dived on one of a formation of five
Albatross scouts. The aircraft rolled
and went down in a steep spiral". Fry
did not know at the time that his
opponent was von Bulow, but the
German may well have recognized
him, as Fry was celebrated for the
leopard-skin flying helmet he wore.
Besides serving as deputy
flight leader to Billy Bishop in No. 60
Squadron in the Battle of Arras in the
summer of 1917, Fry flew at various
times with such great aces as Albert
Ball and J. B. McCudden. Between
April 23 and June 21, Fry flew his
Nierport on 118 sorties--morc than 170
hours. At one time, Fry took off to
investigate an Albatross 1000 ft. over
the aerodrome and forced its pilot
down. On landing alongside, ~ shook
hands with the enemy pilot. Georg
North, and invited him for luncheon in

Harold (Hal) Beardsley. passed away
on November 14, 1992, in Newport
Beach. He flew for North American,
but left aviation for a few years to go
into the construction business. He
returned to work for Trans
International Airlines out of Oakland
where he flew the DC-8, DC- I 0 and
747. He is survived by 2 sons and a
daughter.
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the mess. After plying the German
with ··drink, Fry discovered that the
Albatros was an improved and
previously unknown type.
Fry's
commander, Maj-Gen Hugh Trenchard
dropped by to take a look, and the
aircraft' ; wu shipped across the
Channel for inspection. .. W.i 11 i am
Mayes Fry was born on November 14,
1896. He was_ educated at King's
College, Taunton, .- and Brighton
College. Fry served in France with the
London Rifle Brigade, thereby
qualifying as one of the "Old
Contemptibles''. · When the Army
discovered that he was underage, he
was sent home, ·after observing the
remarkable Christmas truce of 1914.
He was commissioned into the
Somerset Light Infantry, from which
he volunteered for tlle _RFC. After
serving in Nos. 11, 12, S6, 60, 23 and
79 Squadrons, Fry flew in the Middle
East with No. 2S Squadron of the new
Royal Air Force until he was released
in 1919. Within 18 months, he had
rejoined the RAF as a flying officer
and returned to the Middle East, where
he flew Sopwith Snipes with No. 1
Squadron in Iraq. He remained in the
Service until 1934, when he was
placed on the Reserve.
He then
established himself as a com merchant,
selling malting barley to brewers. On
the outbreak of WWII, he was recalled
to the RAF, receiving a command of
the Kent coast fighter station at
Hawkinge in 1941. He retired finally
as a wing commander in 1945.
In 1926 he married Katherine,
daughter of Maj-Gen Sir Frederick
Carrington. She died in l 98S. They
had a son and a daughter.

DESERVING HONORS
Cliff Stout and Tony LeVier were two
of seven recipients of The Wings Club
Distinguished Achievement Award at
the Club's dinner held at the WaldorfAstoria in NYC on October 13, 1992.
Both men are test pilots of renown and
represent the spectrum of commercial
transport flight testing for which

everyone can be grateful.
Congratulations . to ' both Cliff and
TQny.
SOARING HOLIDAYS ,
Frank White. PAA Clipper pionccr,,1is
offering a soaring tour of the Austrian
Alps (over the Salzkammergut) in a
Golden Adler, the majestic Soaring
Eagle of the Alps. You can fly in the
morning, enjoy the beauty,·,gourmet
foods, sports and sights the rest of the
day. If you're at least 14 years'Ofage,
you may return with a glider pilot's
license. . , , For infonnation :eontact:
Soaring Holidays, - a division of
International Ventures Ltd. at 1-800727-5475.
Duncan D. McLaren, drawing from his
five-decade experiences with aviation,
has written a book, BUSH TO
BOARDROOM. Duncan flew the
Canadian · Arctic, the uncharted
Labrador and too bush country of
northern Canadian provinces for the
Hudson's Bay Company.
During
wwn. he was a civilian pilot testing
military aircraft. His story includes
the development of Pacific Western
Airlines from its beginnings as a bush
line, its corporate acquisitions and the
part it played in the construction of the
DEW line.
In 1962 his interests
expanded to the US and the worldwide
leasing of transport aircraft, including
the conversion of the fleet to jet
aircraft. The book can be ordered
from Watson & Dwyer Publishing Ltd.
232 Academy Road, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada R3M OE7.
Publication date: November 15, 1992.
U. S. payment in U. S. funds. Postage
and handling included.
Captain Ham Lee. celebrated his IOOth
birthday by flying as co-pilot on a DC3 from Ontario CA, to Van Nuys
Airport. Ham Lee was United Airlines
first pilot, also the first civilian pilot to
fly U.S. Mail in 1918.
The birthday flight, which Lee
described as "good, good, good", but

~·a little rough", also carried 500 pieces
of mail. "We're calling this Lee's last
U.S. Mail Flight", said Peter Hass, a
spokesman for the - · U.S. Postal
Service's Van .Nuys Division .
.-· :r. , :Christened the c;apt. E.
Hamilton Lee for the occasion,:.the
DC-3 . was piloted by the plane's
owner,··Clay Lacy, a United pilot and
owner of Lacy Aviation.
He
relinquished the controls briefly to Lee
and early United flight stewardess Fern
Reid Jones, who also holds a
commercial pilot's license.
Jones
donned an early stewardess uniform
for the flight.
-. '.
At the celebration following
the landing in Van Nuys, Lee, known
in aviation circles as the dean .of
airline pilots, was presented with his
application for his first license, dated
May 28, 1927, and all of his aviation
records, inJJuding some documents
signed by Wilbur · Wright.
Lee
accepted the records and other gifts
with a smile, but none made his eyes
light up more than a set of diamond-studded wings given him by Gary
Meermons, United's current chief
pilot.
"His hearing isn't at all good"
said his grandson, Gregory Lee, with
whom Lee lives in Colton, CA. "But
he heard the word 'diamonds' and
immediately put those wings in his
pocket.
"He was fairly independent
until he was 99" Gregory Lee said.
"Then he lost his driver's license. But
he still likes to cat out a couple of
times a day."
Like George Burns, Ham's
always got a cigar, but stopped
lighting the cigar when he was piloting
a plane "because of the time he
smelled smoke and thought his plane
was on fire. He looked down and his
tie was on fire. He'd dropped an ash",
reported an old friend.
Ham told a reporter that he
had many stories to tell, but "I can't
remember any right now." He added
that he would not like to bC flying
commercially today.
"Too many
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restrictions," he said.
Ham was flying planes just 13
years after the Wright Brothers took
flight at Kitty Hawk.
P-38 COMES HOME TO .ROOST,
SORT OF
From the L. A. Times (l/93) comes
the following.
, It's a bird. -It's a plane. It's
superplane come home to Burbank. A
9112 foot sculptor's model ofthe P-38
·WWII ·. -fighter and reconnaissance
plane hangs in... .. the lighted patio
between. Terminals A and .B .- · at
Burbank Airport.
It · is a . wood and plastic
prototype of the bronzed P-38 created
by Colorado artist Robert Henderson
for the Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs and is a piece of
history.
One of the Burbank-designed
and manufactured P-38 Lightnings was
the first American fighter to shoot
down a German (Focke-Wulfe) plane
in WWII over iceiarid minutes after
the United States declared war.
The plane flew higher and
faster than any other plane of its time,
according to Lloyd Levine, vice
president of the P-38 Assn.,
headquartered in Burbank, which has
1500 members nationwide.
Levine is one of many in the
organization who flew the plane.
Other members include mechanics,
designers, Lockheed workers and fans
of the Lightning.
Levine says Lightnings shot
down more enemy planes in the
Pacific than any other American
fighter, adding that Maj. Dick Bong,
who downed 40 enemy planes, flew
only P-38s.
Most of the P-38s were built
by Rosie the Riveter and her sisters,
women in the 1940s who were pressed
into building the craft when the men
went overseas.
The craft is the first sculpture
to go on display at the airport,
according to Rand Berg, deputy

director of the facility. "
He , joined R.C. (Chappy)
Czapiewski, president of the Burbank
Aviation Museum, in bringing the
model to the airport.
Both called the location
obvious since the neighboring
Lockheed Burbank facility was where
some 10,000 P-38s were made.

NEW KIND OF MISSILE
The L.A. Daily News reported that the
skies over .a Milton, Delaware
cornfield were full of flying squash as
10 teams competed in the Seventh
Annual World Championship Punkin
Chunkin competition.
The DeTerminator team set a new record by
hurling a pumpkin 852 feet. Never
mind that it veered off course and
splattered in the crowd. It broke the
record of 776 feet set in 1990. The
team used centrifugal force provided
by a 1970 Chevrolet engine to win.

ANOTHER SHORT FLIGHT
In the old days, our English and
French brethren used a device called a
trebouchet, much like a catapult meant
to hurl rocks, burning oil, etc., to
defend their castles. Our friends now
use it to hurl items like dead horses,
pianos and old cars, competing for
distance. Then came a brilliant idea-old toilets--into which some genius
poured oil and then set them afire.
This event might be titled "Our Daring
Young Men With Their Flaming
Latrines" Honest!

WE KNEW
HAPPEN

THIS

WOULD

About 60%- 70% of airline captains
worldwide are expected to retire over
the next decade, according to
International Air Transport Assn., just
as carriers' traditional source of pilots-the military-is drying up.

HEY LOCKHEED SKUNK
WORKS, DON'T LET mIS ONE
GET AWAY!
From the Kid's Corner of a September
issue of the L.A. Daily News .comes
this letter from a nine-year old.
"When I grow up I think I'll be a
smart adult and play basketball. When
I play basketball, I'll be on the U.S.A.
Team and win all the matches. I'll
also be a Apachee ·maker and make
other planes like concordes, F-15
eagles, F-14 tomcats, stealth bombers,
F-18 hornets, F-16 fighting falcons, B52s, VTOLs and PB-2Y2, u.s.n .. w.w
II's. Last I would have a healthy wife
and healthy sons or_daughters.·:

aircraft in the museum include a P-38,
Zero, P-47 and a P-51-D.
Demonstration flights are usually
scheduled the first Saturday in each
month. Call 714/597-3722 to verify.
The museum is off Route 60 at Euclid
Avenue.

WHERE HAVE WE HEARD THIS
BEFORE?
Have you been reading about the new
air carrier information - "Family
Airlines". - 767s/500 seats/low fares/no
free food?? Do you have a sense of
deja vu? But best of luck to them.
Some of .Q!!! boys made it. .

WHATCHAMACALLEMS
JUST FOR FUN
If you are a paper plane freak,
graduate to some really classy paper
planes modeled after B-1 bombers,
Caravans and Hawkeyes. These and
several others are included in a book
"Super-Endurance Paper Planes", by
Edward H. Matthews (St Martin's
Press, $13.95). Ready to cut out and
fly, assembly instructions and flying
tips are included.
Check your
bookstore.
TIME MARCHES ON
Our F.A.A. has certified disarmed
MiGs for private recreational and
flight school instruction use. With the
end of the Cold War, many newly
formed private companies - Russian
and its Eastern Block Allies - began
competing to peddle MiG-2ls. This
plane is highly respected by our
military and private pilots, many of
whom have taken instruction. Also
available are the MiG-17 and the
Chinese built MiG-15.
Edward
Maloney, Director of the Planes of
Fame Museum in Chino, CA, advises
that they have a MiG-17 and a MiG15. On February 6, at Chino, the 50th
anniversary of the F4U Chance. Vought
Corsair entry into combat flight, a
demonstration flight will occur. Other
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We have a little game to exercise your
brain cells. Hopefully, we will be able
to include a group with each issue.
Below are two columns, one entitled
"DESIGNATIONS", the other "ALSO
KNOWN AS". Match the numbers of
the designations with the correct letter
in .the AKA column. Answers follow
but DON'T PEEK.
DESIGNATION
1. C-47 (US)
2. C-47 (Brit)
3. C-54
4. C-118
5. C-46
6. B-2
7. B-17
8. B-24
9. B-29
10. B-52
ALSO KNOWN AS
a. Curtis Commando
b. Liftmaster
c. Skytrain
d. Dakota
e. Superfortress
f. Liberator
g. Stratofortress
h. Flying Fortress
i. Stealth Bomber
j. Skymaster

THE INNOCENCE OF YOUTH
A little boy wanted $100 very badly
-and his mother told him to pray to
- God for it. He prayed and prayed for
weeks, but nothing turned up. ·He then
decided 'to write a letter to God
requesting -the $100. · When postal
authorities received the Jetter addressed
to God, they opened it and deeided to
send it to the President. The President
was soimpressed, touched and amused
that he instructed his secretary to send
the little boy a · check for $5. He
thought this would appear to be a lot
of money to the boy. The little boy
was delighted with the $5 and sat
down to write a thank you letter to
God, which was as follows:

Dear God,
Thank you very much for sending me
the money. I noticed that·.you had to
send it through Washington OC: ·As
usual, those bastards deducted $95.
Answers

are returned to us as "undeliverable".
We then have no option but to remove
that name from our roster. Keep our
mailing address handy so that you can
notify us of your move. That way we
can -continue to keep you informed of
what's happening in the APA.

to

WHATCHAMACALLEMS
'-'Answei:s: 1-c; 2-d; 3-j; 4-b; 5-a; 6-i;
7-b; 8-'f; '9-e; 10-g:

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY.·
Only the truly mediocre are always at
their best.

LET US KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

THOUGHT FOR TOMORROW

Please be sure to Jet us know if you
have any change in your mailing
address.
Each time we send a
newsletter, there are always some that

Our broad minds may have changed
places with our narrow waists. Ouch!
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UNTIL NEXT TIME ......... .

